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Anakin Skywalker

Brash and daring, Jedi apprentice Anakin Skywalker has spent 

ten years learning the ways of the Force. When he is instructed to 

protect Senator Padmé Amidala from certain danger, he discovers 

that while his compassion for the Senator grows, his darker, 

aggressive impulses is becoming too strong to suppress.



Padmé Amidala

The beautiful Padmé Amidala is a member of the Galactic Senate. 

After narrowly escaping two assassination attempts, Padmé 

retreats to her idyllic homewolrd of Naboo under the protection of 

Anakin Skywalker. Soon, the heroic pair is lured into the midst of 

the deadly battle and the explosive onslaught of war.



Obi-Wan Kenobi

Obi-Wan is a resourceful Jedi Knight, who is responsible for training 

Anakin Skywalker in the ways of the Force. Over the last ten years, 

Obi-Wan has become a mentor and father to young Anakin, but he 

remains keenly aware of Anakin’s naïve and reckless inclinations.



R2-D2 (Artoo-Detoo)

The ever-faithful R2-D2 is more than an average astromech droid. 

His resourcefulness has made him invaluable to his friends on 

numerous occasions. He accompanies Anakin Skywalker and 

Senator Amidala on their retreat to Naboo and their detour to 

Tatooine, where he is reunited with his new counterpart C-3PO.



C-3PO (See-Threepio)

The protocol droid C-3PO is built by Anakin Skywalker but left to his 

mother when Anakin departed his home to train as a Jedi. When Anakin 

and Padmé return to Tatooine, the now completed C-3PO joins Anakin, 

Padmé and his new counterpart R2-D2 on a rescue mission to save their 

friend Obi-Wan Kenobi.



Supreme Chancellor Palpatine

Currently presiding over the Galactic Republic, Supreme 

Chancellor Palpatine maintains that peace is the objective and that 

negotiations are continuing with the Separatists. However, when 

Senator Padmé seeks refuge after two assassination attempts, the 

Senator no longer has a leading opponent to the military creation 

act.



A long time ago in a galaxy far, 

far away....



001

There is unrest in the Galactic Senate. 

Several thousand solar systems have declared 

their intentions to leave the Republic. 

This separatist movement under

the leadership of the mysterious 

Count Dooku has made it difficult for 

the limited number of Jedi Knights to 

maintain peace and order in the galaxy. 

Senator Amidala, the former Queen

of Naboo, is returning to the Galactic 

Senate to vote on the critical issue 

of creating an ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC 

to assist the overwhelmed Jedi….



PROLOGUE

001

① enforce  v. 实施 ② droid n. 机器人 ③ surrender v. 投降

PROLOGUE

A long time ago in a galaxy far, far away... 

For generations, the Jedi Knights had kept 

peace among the many worlds of the Galactic 

Republic. They did not make the laws — 

that was the task of the Galactic Senate. The 

Jedi merely enforced① them. Sometimes they 

negotiated; sometimes they used their awesome 

fighting skil ls;  sometimes they used the 

mysterious power of the Force. Their methods 

had been extremely effective. For a thousand 

generations, there had been no major war in 

the galaxy. Only a few planets had experienced 

severe conflicts.

One of these planets was the small, watery 

world of Naboo. During an argument over taxing 

trade routes, the powerful Trade Federation 

landed a huge droid② army on Naboo. The 

recently elected Queen of Naboo, young Padmé 

Amidala, refused to surrender③. Her heroism 

and the efforts of the Jedi brought a quick end 

to the conflict, but many of the Naboo people 

had been hurt or killed. 

PROLOGUE
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① urge v. 敦促 ② bureaucracy n. 官僚作风 ③ separatist n. 分裂主义者

The experience left a strong impression 

on Padmé. When she finished her two terms of 

office as Queen, she did not retire from politics. 

Instead, at the urging① of the new Queen, 

she ran for the office of Galactic Senator, and 

became Naboo’s representative. In the Senate, 

she was a strong voice for peace.

Such a voice was much needed. The 

Senate had become large and choked with 

bureaucracy②. Many people were frustrated; 

some even talked of leaving the Republic 

and forming their own government. These 

Separatists③ were not a serious threat until 

Count Dooku, a former Jedi Knight, brought 

them together under his leadership. 

The Separatist movement made it difficult 

for the limited number of Jedi Knights to 

continue to maintain peace. As the Jedi’s task 

grew harder, more and more star systems joined 

the Separatists. Many in the Senate feared that 

if the Separatists refused to see reason, there 

would be war — and everyone knew that there 

were too few Jedi to keep the peace. For the 

first time in a thousand generations the Senate 

had to vote on whether to create an army. 



PROLOGUE
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Tension rose as those who feared the chaos 

caused by the Separatists clashed① with those 

who feared that creating an army would destroy 

all hope for peace. Senator Padmé Amidala 

was one of the leaders fighting to prevent 

the creation of an army. Her passion and her 

commitment to peace, strengthened during 

the brief invasion of Naboo ten years earlier, 

made her arguments very convincing② when 

she spoke to the Senate. More than one of the 

Senators who favored creating an army would 

have been glad to see Padmé disappear for 

good.

Padmé knew the danger, but her sense of 

duty was strong, and her love of peace was 

stronger. As the time for the final decision drew 

near, she headed for Coruscant to cast her vote 

against the Military Creation Act.

① clash v. 冲突 ② convincing adj. 有说服力的
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CHAPTER  1

Senator Padmé Amidala stared out the main 

window of her spacecraft at the approaching 

planet. Even from space, Coruscant looks 

different from other worlds, she thought. Most 

worlds showed colors on their daylight side 

— the greens of the forest worlds, the blues 

of watery planets, the glittering① white of ice 

worlds, the sandy yellow of desert planets like 

Tatooine. On their night side, most planets were 

dark, with an occasional twinkle of light marking 

the largest cities. 

Coruscant’s day side was a dull, metallic 

gray, the color of the millions of buildings and 

platforms that covered its entire surface. Its 

night side glowed amber from the lights of those 

same buildings, like the stars of the galaxy in 

miniature. Only on Coruscant is night more 

attractive than day, Padmé thought. 

The royal Naboo cruiser and its three fighter 

escorts② curved around Coruscant toward their 

assigned landing platform. Padmé hadn’t wanted 

the escorts, but her security officer had insisted 

① glittering adj. 闪烁的 ② escort n. 护卫



CHAPTER  1
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that she was in danger. Captain Typho was good 

at his job, so she had reluctantly agreed. Since 

the trip had been uneventful①, she already 

regretted giving in. 

The three lobes of the landing platform 

came in sight. The royal cruiser landed on the 

center leaf. The three fighters took the other 

leaves, two to one side and one to the other. 

Captain Typho, who had been piloting one of the 

fighters, swung out of his cockpit and removed 

his helmet. 

“We made it,” he said. “I guess I was wrong; 

there was no danger at all.”

Padmé hardly heard him. On the platform, 

she could see Dormé, one of her handmaiden②-

bodyguards, waiting among the landing crew. 

Dormé looked tired and tense. She’s just 

worried, Padmé thought. She can’t know how 

easy the trip was. 

The cruiser’s ramp③ lowered. Padmé’s 

guards came down first, then the rest of the 

Senatorial party. As they reached the foot of the 

ramp, the ground crew watched their arrival. 

In the next instant, something knocked 

Padmé flat. Through the roaring in her ears, she 

① uneventful adj. 太平无事的 ② handmaiden n. 侍女 ③ ramp n. 舷梯，坡道
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heard cries of terror. She choked and blinked to 

clear the dark afterimage from her eyes — the 

image of the royal cruiser exploding①. Captain 

Typho was right after all, she thought, and then, 

Cordé! Is Cordé all right?

She was still a little breathless from her fall, 

but she could not wait. She shoved herself to 

her feet and ran toward the wreckage. At the 

foot of the ramp lay several crumpled figures; 

one was Cordé, the decoy② double who had 

been pretending to be Senator Amidala... 

pretending much too successfully for her own 

good.

Padmé ripped off her pilot’s helmet and 

gathered Cordé in her arms. “Cordé...” 

Cordé’s eyes opened. She stared blankly at 

Padmé for an instant, then seemed to recognize 

her. “I’m sorry, M’lady,” she gasped weakly. “I’m... 

not sure I... I’ve failed you, Senator.” 

Failed? No! But before she could speak the 

words, Padmé felt the life leave Cordé. She 

gathered her decoy’s body close, as if she could 

call her back by sheer force of will. “No,” she 

whispered. “No!” Not now, not here, not when 

we were safe on Coruscant. 

① explode v. 爆炸 ② decoy n. 假目标，诱饵
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