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Peter Parker was just an average kid who 

loved science. While attending a presentation 

about radiation①, he was bitten by a radioactive 

spider. This bite gave Peter amazing abilities. 

He could cling to walls, leap like a spider, and 

sense danger. 

The Story of 
The Story of 

Spider-Man

① radiation n. 辐射
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Peter used his scientific knowledge to 

create sticky fluid and web-shooters. With 

these he could spin webs and swing from 

skyscraper to skyscraper high above the 

streets of New York City. He created a 

costume and called himself 

sPider-MAn!



One night, Peter’s beloved uncle Ben was 

killed by a burglar①—a burglar Spider-Man 

could have stopped earlier that night but had 

decided not to. Peter was devastated. But he 

remembered something Uncle Ben had 

always told him: with great power 
comes great responsibility. 

He would never again pass up an 

opportunity to help. From that day on, Peter 

used his powers to fight for justice and defend 

the public. He stopped everything from petty② 

thieves to Super Villains. 

Peter has had countless amazing adventures 

since becoming Spider-Man. This is just one 

of them. . . .

① burglar n. 入室盗窃犯  ② petty adj. 小的，琐碎的
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“don’t look up, don’t look up, don’t look up,” 

Peter Parker mumbled①. He squinted② and 

tried to will away what was coming toward him.

“Hey, bookworm!” Flash Thompson called 

out from the other end of the hall. Peter looked 

up from his locker. Flash was Midtown High’s 

quarterback and was always followed by a 

group of other jocks and adoring cheerleaders. 

“Think FAST!” Flash said as he tossed 
a balled-up piece of loose-leaf paper at Peter. 

chapter

1

① mumble v. 含糊地说  ② squint v. 斜眼看
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It bounced off his forehead and into his locker.
“Real funny, Eugene,” Peter said. He never 

called “Flash” by his nickname, because 
he knew the jock hated his real name. “Maybe 
if you used paper for something other than 
throwing, you’d actually graduate high school 

before you’re a senior citizen,” Peter quipped. 

“And maybe if you spent less time studying 
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and more time  you’d 

have better luck with the ladies,” Flash said, 

motioning to the giggling cheerleaders several 

lockers away. 

“Luck, huh? Glad that’s something you 

think you have, because it’s all you’ve got,” 

Peter shot back. 

Flash waved his hand in the air to dismiss 

Peter. But Peter could tell by the look in Flash’s 

eye that his comment had stung①.

“Come on, crew. Let’s not waste any more 

time with this loser,” Flash said. Then he and 

his fan club headed down the hall. 

Peter picked up the crumpled paper from 

relAXing,

① sting v. 刺痛
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the floor of his locker. He opened it. Even 

though he wasn’t surprised at what he saw 

there, he had to admit that it still bothered him. 

He tossed the paper into the recycling bin. 

Flash shot a look back at Peter over his 

shoulder. By his smile, Peter could tell that 

Flash had seen him open the paper and throw 

it away. And the worst part was that Flash 

seemed to be enjoying every second of it. If 

Peter thought he’d stuck it to Flash before with 
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